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for charge, while, on the other railway the charge will be
according to the actual weight. Fourthly, much depends
on the time at which the traffic offers; if it is urgent and
calls for express delivery and offers at a time of specially
brisk business, a higher rate would, ex hypotJicsi, be quite
justified, while during the slack season or during periods
of depression, lower rates would be in keeping with
the general economic condition. A fifth factor is the
conditions of package of the consignment. Articles and
goods that are neatly packed and occupy little space would
be better treated than loosely packed goods that, of
necessity, occupy more space. It is obvious that as the
capacity of the wagon or truck is fixed, goods belonging
to the latter category should be charged more. Possibly
the greatest difficulty arises during shunting operations,
since if the goods are fragile and loosely packed they
will have to be loose shunted entailing extra expenditure
on that account. Sixthly, the rate is also determined by
the conditions of haulage; that is, whether it is at Owner's
Bisk (O.E.) or at Railway Bisk (B.B.). In the latter ease,
the rate would be more than what it would be in the
former since the railway, then, would hold itself specially
responsible for the safe transhipment of the goods. Pro-
bably the most important consideration that overwhelms
the others in point of importance is the fact of competition.
As between rival railways, there would always be a
tendency on the part of either to draw traffic towards
itself by quoting specially competitive rates. Indubitably,
excessive competition between railways would spell ruin
as past history has shown, and that is about the strongest
point in favour of State ownership of railways. Even on
the same railways, there might be competing routes so that
rates would have to be made in accordance with them. It
is here that discrimination steps in, and much of railway
controversy centres round this. Nowhere at present is
competition seen in all its banalities than in the sphere of
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